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FIG. 2

ZERO ~ 1STROW 2NDROW 3RDROW
CURRENT CURRENT CURRENT CURRENT
SETTING SETTING SETTING SETTING

PERIOD | PERIOD | PERIOD | PERIOD | DATA LINE
. — | . { CONNECTION
{ | ] PERIOD

P1z ! | |
P2z “ ' l l l l
z ] §
| |
P21 . | | [
| | __71
P22 l l | L |
| | ——
P13 i i i '
. , j | |
P23 ; i i l_i
| RN . .
Idata ! (AN | @ | 1(3) |

1! ! 1(2) ! I 1 ZERO

IZ 0 —_— I T | JSETT[NG

! I Ix(1) | | | PERIOD

[x(2

Idata2 { 12) [ @ I Ix(3) I
0 ‘ ' |
! ! B ! !
10 t1 {2 t3 t4



U.S. Patent Jun. 28, 2011 Sheet 3 of 5 US 7,969,392 B2

FIG. 3
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1
CURRENT PROGRAMMING APPARATUS
AND MATRIX TYPE DISPLAY APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to a current pro-
gramming apparatus, a matrix type display apparatus, a cur-
rent programming method, and a drive method of a matrix
type display apparatus, and more particularly to ones suitably
used for an active matrix type display apparatus using current
based driven display elements.

2. Description of Related Art

In an active matrix type display apparatus using electrolu-
minescent elements, a current writing type circuit writing a
drive current of a light emitting device into the drive circuit of
each pixel to make the drive circuit store the drive current has
been used. In the present specification, such an operation of
writing a drive current into each pixel of a matrix type display
apparatus to make the drive circuit store the drive current is
called as current programming, and the circuit for the current
programming is called a current programming circuit.

In FIG. 18 of United States Patent Published Application
No. 2002/0195964, a current programming circuit holding a
current flowing in a data line as a gate-source voltage of a
transistor is disclosed. Moreover, in the document, it is men-
tioned that gradation displays of black and low luminance
levels can be improved by flowing the current into the direc-
tion of cancelling a writing current at the time of writing data
into the current programming circuit.

When a conventional current writing type pixel circuit is
used, there is a case where an operation of writing an image
data current cannot be stably performed in each pixel circuit.
The details of the case are described in the following, but the
cause of the case is the dispersion of the threshold value of the
drive transistor of each pixel.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a current
programming apparatus, an active matrix type display appa-
ratus, and a current programming method of these apparatus,
all making it possible to perform the writing operation of the
image data current mentioned above stably.

A current programming apparatus of the present invention
is a current programming apparatus including:

a current source;

aplurality of first circuits commonly connected with a data
line, each receiving supply of a data current through the data
line;

a second circuit having a terminal connected to the current
source; and

a switch electrically connecting or breaking the terminal of
the second circuit with or from the data line, wherein

the current source generates a predetermined current and
supplies the generated current to the second circuit through
the terminal while the switch is off, whereby a value of the
predetermined current is written in the second circuit; and

the current source generates a current based on data, and
the second circuit generates a current based on the written
value of the predetermined current, and a difference current
between the current generated by the current source and the
current generated by the second circuit is supplied to one of
the first circuits through the data line while the switch is on,
whereby a value of the difference current is written in the first
circuit as a value of the data currents.
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A matrix type display apparatus of the present invention is
a matrix type display apparatus including:

a current source;

a plurality of display elements arranged in a matrix to be
current based driven;

a plurality of pixel circuits each provided to each of the
display elements, the pixel circuits commonly connected in
column directions with data lines to receive supply of data
currents through the data lines;

predetermined current setting circuits having a terminal
connected to the current source; and

switches each electrically connecting or breaking the ter-
minal with or from each of the data lines, wherein

the current source generates predetermined currents to sup-
ply the generated currents to the predetermined current set-
ting circuits through the terminal while the switches are off,
whereby a value of the predetermined currents are written in
the predetermined current setting circuits; and

the current source generates a current based on data, and
one of the predetermined current setting circuits generates a
current based on the written values of the written predeter-
mined currents, and difference currents of the currents gen-
erated by the current source and the currents generated by the
predetermined current setting circuits are provided to the
pixel circuits, whereby values of the difference currents are
written into the pixel circuits as values of the currents based
on the data.

A current programming method of the present invention is
a current programming method including:

a first step of supplying a data current to each of a plurality
of first circuits connected to a data line commonly through the
data line to write a value of the data current into the first
circuits; and

a second step of supplying a predetermined current to a
second circuit to write a value of the predetermined current
into the second circuit, wherein

the second step includes a step of breaking the second
circuit from the data line electrically and a step of making a
current source generate a predetermined current to supply the
generated current to the second circuit, and

the first step includes a step of connecting the second
circuit with the data line electrically, a step of making the
current source generate a current based on data, a step of
making the second circuit generate a current based on the
value of the predetermined current written at the second step,
and a step of supplying a difference current of the current
generated by the current source and the current generated by
the second circuit to one of the first circuits through the data
line.

A drive apparatus for driving electro-optic elements of the
present invention includes:

a matrix circuit unit (1) in which circuits (110, 120) for
generating drive currents to be supplied to the electro-optic
elements (EL) are arranged in a matrix;

a current source (4) for supplying a writing current (Idatal)
to each of the circuits through one of a plurality of data lines;

a current setting circuit (130) for flowing a compensation
current (Iz) in a direction of cancelling the writing current in
each of the data lines, the current setting circuit provided to
each of the data lines; and

switches connecting or breaking the current setting circuits
with or from the data lines corresponding to the current set-
ting circuits electrically, wherein

currents for generating the compensation currents (cur-
rents for setting the compensation currents) are supplied from
the current source to the current setting circuits in a state in
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which the current setting circuits and the data lines corre-
sponding to the current setting circuits are electrically broken.

Moreover, an active matrix display apparatus of the present
invention includes:

apixel circuit unit (1) in which electro-optic elements (EL)
luminance of which changes according to flowing currents
and pixel circuits (110, 120) for generating drive currents to
be supplied to the electro-optic elements are arranged in a
matrix;

a current source for supplying a writing current (Idatal) to
each of the pixel circuits through a plurality of data lines;

a current setting circuit (130) provided to each of said data
lines for flowing a compensation current in each data line into
a direction of cancelling the writing current; and

a switch (M5) connecting or breaking the current setting
circuit with or from a data line corresponding to the current
setting circuit electrically, wherein

a current for generating the compensation current (a cur-
rent for setting the compensation current) is supplied from the
current source to the current source setting circuit in a state in
which the current setting circuit and the data line correspond-
ing to the current setting circuit is broken by the switch.

It is preferable that the current source setting circuit
includes a holding capacitor (C1) holding a voltage obtained
by converting the current supplied from the current source,
and a transistor (M1) for supplying a current according to the
voltage held by the holding capacitor to the data line as the
compensation current.

In the present invention, a current (Idata2) having a mag-
nitude obtained by subtracting the compensation current (1z)
from the writing current (Idatal) supplied from the current
source is supplied to the pixel circuits.

According to the present invention, the influences of the
parasitic capacitance of a data line can be suppressed, and the
writing operation of current can be stabilized.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example of the configura-
tion of pixel circuits and a zero current setting circuit accord-
ing to a first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a timing chart for illustrating the operation of the
pixel circuits and the zero current setting circuit according to
the first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a configuration diagram showing the configura-
tion of an active matrix field emission display apparatus
according to the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing the configurations of pixel
circuits and a zero current setting circuit of a comparison
example; and

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing an example of the configura-
tion of pixel circuits and a zero current setting circuit accord-
ing to a second embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In the following, the preferred embodiments of the present
invention are described in detail with reference to the attached
drawings.

First Embodiment
FIG. 3 is a configuration diagram showing the configura-

tion of an active matrix field emission display apparatus
according to the present invention.
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InFIG. 3, areference numeral 1 denotes a pixel circuit unit
composed of pixel circuits arranged in a matrix. In the pixel
circuit unit 1, electroluminescent elements and circuits driv-
ing the electroluminescent elements are arranged in a matrix,
and the pixel circuit unit 1 includes scanning signal lines
connecting them in row directions and data lines connecting
them in column directions.

A reference numeral 2 denotes data line switches perform-
ing the separation and the connection of the data lines. A
reference numeral 3 denotes a zero current setting circuit
provided to each pixel circuit column into which a current is
written based on a zero setting current (a reference current). A
reference numeral 4 denotes column current control circuits
supplying line-sequential data line current signals Idata and
zero setting currents to the data lines connected with pixel
circuit groups arranged in the column directions. A reference
numeral 5 denotes a column scanning circuit connected to the
column current control circuits 4 for supplying the line-se-
quential data line current signals Idata to the data lines.

The column current control circuits 4 are variable current
sources. The column current control circuits 4 generate cur-
rents based on data, and supply the generated currents to the
plurality of pixel circuits in the column directions, which are
connected to the column current control circuits 4 with the
data lines. The column current control circuits further gener-
ate zero setting currents independent of data, and supply the
generated zero setting currents to the zero current setting
circuits 3.

The column scanning circuit 5 samples three image signals
of R, G and B input into the column current control circuits 4
to each column.

A reference numeral 6 denotes a row scanning circuit con-
nected to the pixel circuits arranged in the row directions, and
sequentially outputs line scanning signals P1m and P2m to
each line (a letter m denotes an integer of (1-M) on the
supposition that there are M row scanning signal lines).
Because each pixel circuit includes two row selection signal
lines in the examples of the pixel circuits shown in the fol-
lowing embodiments, it is supposed that two row scanning
signals also exist here. However, there can be cases where
each pixel circuit includes one, three or the like of row selec-
tion lines in addition to the case of two row selection lines.

FIG. 1 shows a current programming circuit according to a
first embodiment of the present invention. The current pro-
gramming circuit 100 of the present embodiment includes a
first row pixel circuit 110, a second row pixel circuit 120
(although pixel circuits are continuously arranged in a third
row, a fourth row and so forth after the second row pixel
circuit 120, the illustration of them is omitted in FIG. 1), and
a zero current setting circuit 130. Although only a part of the
current programming circuit 100 connected to one data line is
shown in FIG. 1, it is needless to stay that the matrix display
apparatus of FIG. 3 includes a plurality of data lines and the
same current programming circuit is provided to each data
line.

FIG. 2 is a timing chart for illustrating the operation of the
circuit of FIG. 1. The ordinate axes of FIG. 2 indicate the
voltage values of each signal, and the abscissa axes of FIG. 2
indicate times. The signal input into each of signal lines L,
P1z, P2z, ... of FIG. 1 is denoted by the same marks as those
in FIG. 1.

In the present specification, a data line 150 indicates only a
part to which the pixel circuits 110, 120, . . . are commonly
connected, and the data line 150 is distinguished from wiring
160 on a current source side from a switch M5.

A reference mark Idatal in FIG. 2 denotes a current flowing
through the wiring 160 connected to the column current con-
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trol circuits 4, not shown in FIG. 1, on the left side from a
supply port of a current Iz generated by the zero current
setting circuit 130. The reference mark 1z denotes the output
current of the zero current setting circuit 130, and a reference
mark Idata2 denotes a current flowing through a part nearest
to the switch M5 of the data line.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing the configuration of a current
programming circuit as a comparison example.

Although the configurations of the pixel circuits 110 and
120 and the zero current setting circuit 130 of the comparison
example shown in FIG. 4 are the same as those shown in FIG.
1, the configuration of the comparison example does not
include the data line switch M5 between the zero current
setting circuit 130 and the first row pixel circuit 110. The
configuration of the comparison example differs from that
shown in FIG. 1 in that the data line 150 portion, to which
each of the pixel circuits 110, 120, . . . are connected, is
continuous to the wiring 160 portion of the zero current
setting circuit 130.

First, for making it easy to understand, the configuration
and the operation of the comparison example, which is not
provided with the data line switch M5, is described using
FIGS. 2 and 4.

Now, the operation of the first row pixel circuit connected
to a certain data line is considered. When the row scanning
signal P11 becomes a high level in FIG. 2, an nMOS transistor
M7 used as a switch for a first program (row selection) is
turned on, and a pMOS transistor M9 as a switch for light
emission selection turns off. Moreover, when the row scan-
ning signal P21 becomes the high level, an nMOS transistor
M6 used as a switch for a second program turns on.

As a result, the image data current Idata2 flowing through
the data line is led to the gate and the drain of a pMOS
transistor M8 used as a drive transistor, and charges a capacity
C2 connected between the gate and the source.

The voltage of the capacity C2 connected to the gate of a
pMOS transistor M8 used as a switch for drive is set as a
gate-source voltage sufficient for the current driving the elec-
troluminescent element (field luminescent element) EL based
on the image data current flowing through the data line to flow
through the pMOS transistor M8. Next, when the row scan-
ning signal P21 becomes a low level, the nMOS transistor M6
used as the switch for the second program turns off, and the
voltage of the capacity C2 is held. The period until now is a
first row current setting period (drive current programming
period).

After that, when the row scanning signal P11 becomes the
low level, the nMOS transistor M7 used as the switch for the
first program (row selection) turns off, and the pMOS tran-
sistor M9 used as the switch for the light emission selection
turns on. The supply of a drive current to the electrolumines-
cent element EL is controlled by the gate potential of the
transistor M8 for drive, and the current flowing through the
electroluminescent element EL is controlled. A period during
which the electroluminescent element EL is emitting light (is
not emitting light in case of a black display) is a light emitting
period. Moreover, when the first row current setting period
ends, a second row current setting period begins, and a drive
current is sequentially written in the current setting period of
each row based on an image data signal.

By the way, although it is preferable that the current of a
line-sequential data line current signal is zero in the minimum
luminance (black) display, it is actually difficult to make the
current zero owing to the circuit configuration. Even if the
image data input into one of the column current control cir-
cuits 4 of FIG. 3 is made to a black display signal, that is even
if the signal voltage is made to the black display voltage level,
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the output current of the column current control circuit 4 does
not become zero completely, and a little current (called as a
zero current) flows through the connected wiring 160. If the
current of the line-sequential data line current signal does not
become zero, it is impossible to make the drive current of the
electroluminescent element EL zero, and the setting of the
black display cannot be performed sufficiently. Moreover,
because the zero current is different at each data line owing to
the dispersion of the column current control circuits 4, it is
difficult to perform the subtraction of the zero current uni-
formly.

The inventors of the present application have paid attention
to the problem previously, and proposed a method of provid-
ing the zero current setting circuits for performing the setting
of the black display correctly (Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 2004-312015). This patent application pro-
posed a current programming circuit 100 including a zero
setting circuit 130 as shown in FIG. 4. A zero current is
programmed in the zero current setting circuit 130 in a pre-
determined period (the period is called as a zero current
setting period) in a vertical blanking period. In a current
programming period of the pixel circuits 110, 120, etc., a
current is supplied from the zero current setting circuit into
the data line in the direction of cancelling the current from
column current circuits.

During the zero current setting period, the image data
inputted into one of the column current control circuits 4 of
FIG. 3 is made to a black display signal. That is, the signal
voltage is made to be the black display voltage level.

As stated above, the output current of the column current
control circuit 4 does not completely become zero, but a zero
current flows through the connected wiring 160. Here, the
control signals P1z and P2z are made to be the high level to
turn nMOS transistors M3 and M2 on, respectively, the zero
current flow into the zero current setting circuit 130 and the
voltage across a capacity C1 connected to the gate of a pMOS
transistor M1 is set as a level correlated to the zero current.
When the control signals P1z and P2z become the low level,
the voltage of the capacity C1 is held.

In the scanning period, a current Iz which is determined by
the voltage across the capacity C1 flows through the pMOS
transistors M1 and M4. The current flows into the data line,
where a data current Idatal has been supplied from column
current circuit. Since the current Iz on the data line cancels a
part of the data current Idatal, current Idata2 to be supplied to
pixel circuits satisfies the formula of Idata2=Idatal-Iz.

Consequently, as the zero current is canceled, it becomes
possible to set the current to flow in the pixel circuits com-
pletely zero at the time of a black display. Thus, by providing
the zero current setting circuits, it becomes possible to set the
true black displays.

However, the inventors of the present application have
found that, even if the setting of the current is tried to be
performed by the zero current setting circuits, it is difficult to
stably perform the zero current setting owing to the influences
of parasitic capacitance Cx of the data lines. Hereafter, the
problem is described.

In FIG. 1, the parasitic capacitance Cx of a data line is
shown. The capacity Cx results from wiring capacity, the
capacity between the gate and the source of the transistor of
the pixel circuits connected to a data line, and the like.
Because the zero setting current is a minute current, it is not
always easy to write a current based on the zero setting
current during a limited vertical blanking period even if the
current is tried to be set with the zero current setting circuit
when the influences of the parasitic capacitance of the data
line are exerted.
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For example, it is supposed that pixel circuits from the first
to the nth rows are connected to a certain data line, and that the
voltage across the capacity C2 of the nth pixel circuit is set to
be high for setting the nth pixel circuit to be high luminance.
Then, the potential of the data line, or the voltage across the
parasitic capacitance Cx, becomes low. In the zero current
setting period in the next frame, it becomes difficult to fully
raise the potential of the capacity C1 of the zero current
setting circuit. This is because the zero current setting is the
minute current writing operation and the zero current setting
period is finite.

Furthermore, the potential of the data line is high in the case
where the nth pixel has been black display and the potential of
the data line is low in the case where the nth pixel has been
high luminance. A difference is caused between the potentials
of the data line in these two cases, which makes performing
the zero current setting unstable.

In order to solve the problem, as shown in FIG. 1, the
inventors of the present application have devised to provide
the switch M5 of an nMOS transistor between the data line
150 and the current output terminal of the zero current setting
circuit 130, and to turn the switch M5 on and off with the
control signal on the signal line L. Then, the inventors have
devised to turn off the switch M5 during the zero current
setting period for separating the data line and the pixel circuits
110, 120, . . . from the zero current setting circuit 130.
Thereby, the zero current is separated from the parasitic
capacity of the data line during the zero current setting period
to make it possible to write the zero current into the zero
current setting circuit correctly. Moreover, because the zero
current is not influenced by the parasitic capacitance, the
writing of the zero setting current can be performed more
quickly.

Although the capacity C1 may be individually formed as a
capacity element, the capacity C1 also may not be formed as
an element, but the parasitic capacitance formed between the
gate and the source (the capacity of the overlapping of the gate
electrode and the source region, or the like) may be used as
capacity C1.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing an example of the configura-
tion of the current programming circuit according to a second
embodiment of the present invention. In the present embodi-
ment, the configuration of the zero current setting circuit 130
is more simplified by omitting the nMOS transistor M3 and
the pMOS transistor M4, and by connecting the PMOS tran-
sistor M1 to the data line directly. In such a configuration, also
the effect similar to that of the first embodiment also can be
acquired.

Although the active matrix type display apparatus using the
current based driven display elements is picked up to be
described as an example of using the current programming
apparatus according to the present invention above, the cur-
rent programming apparatus according to the present inven-
tion can be applied to a use, as long as the use is that using a
current setting circuit holding a current to be flown into a data
line as the gate-source voltage of a transistor. The use of the
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current programming apparatus according to the present
invention is not limited to the active matrix type display
apparatus using the current based driven display elements
such as electroluminescent elements and electron emitting
elements, but the current programming apparatus according
to the present invention is used as a circuit for current pro-
gramming such as an analog memory. In case of using the
current programming apparatus as the analog memory, the
current programming apparatus adopts a configuration in
which the electroluminescent element EL is removed from
each of the pixel circuits, and analog value is taken out from
the circuit as a current value. Moreover, the application of the
present invention is not restricted to the matrix-like display
apparatus, but the present application can be applied also to a
line-like display apparatus.

The present invention is used for an active matrix type
display apparatus of a current based driven type light emitting
devices such as the electroluminescent elements (EL ele-
ments) and other electro-optic elements, and also used for an
analog memory.

This application claims priority from Japanese Patent
Application No. 2004-342129 filed Nov. 26, 2004, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A matrix type display apparatus, comprising:

a pixel circuit unit including electroluminescent elements
and pixel circuits, driving the electroluminescent ele-
ments arranged in a matrix;

a plurality of data lines, each corresponding to a column of
the pixel circuits, for supplying a data current to the pixel
circuits;

predetermined current setting circuits for supplying to the
data lines a predetermined current for reducing a current
to be supplied to the data lines, according to a setting by
areference current unrelated to a displaying, at a time of
black displaying of the electroluminescent elements;

switches, corresponding to each of the data lines, arranged
between the pixel circuit unit and the predetermined
current setting circuits, and

a row scanning circuit for controlling on and off of the
switches, wherein

the row scanning circuit turns off the switches to discon-
nect the pixel circuit unit and the predetermined current
setting circuits, and sets the predetermined current in the
predetermined current setting circuits, and

thereafter, the row scanning circuit turns on the switches to
connect the pixel circuit unit and the predetermined
current setting circuits, and to supply the data lines with
the data currents and the predetermined current, wherein

the switches are separate from the pixel circuit unit.

2. A matrix type display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the predetermined currents are currents generated by
said current source when said display elements are displayed
at their minimum luminance.

3. A matrix type display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein said display elements are electroluminescence ele-
ments.
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